Mr, Dave Dawvis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

MMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE [T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV 1o cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult o our
commumity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withoat
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Comntission called upon the
med:a to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African expenience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station™s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Nable, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like 1t Is” always does special
programming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you retumn the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Dawis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV 1o cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a haif hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, iu the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
commumity, offensive fo our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commuission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in generat and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethric diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time fornat, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like it Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commumity
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I wilt
without hesitation nse the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR _FORMAT IN TIME FOR
LACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am ocutraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originafly allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. | find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withont
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is™
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for peopie 10 examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nmning African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwark
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime 2 week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, | call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much sware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like it Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time fo Black History month, ¥ will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. ,
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABRC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

MEDIATELY RNLIKEITIST ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am qutraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issucs that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attemapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this countiy on the African experience tn the U.S,, Caribbean and even Affica itself.

Today, many of the gains that peopie of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
preduced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While
will always support “Like It 1s” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its oniginal hour
immediately. If this show is not returned fo its one hour format in time for Black History month, I wilt
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Dawvis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE [T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an atterapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
Ras offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previcusly had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, refiects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, { feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted,
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is™
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in me for Black History month, I will
without hesitation nse the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABRC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

DIATELY LIKEITISTO RIGINAL H RMAT IN TIME FOR
LACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quast sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
onginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult o our
commumity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issucs that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without
having to resort t0 &8 new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in generat and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this countty on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Affrica itself

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department, While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you refurn the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not refurned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 wili
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

MMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quast sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program_ ! find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our inteliigence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its muliiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteemn to our community. I find the decision 1o reduce the program is
an aftempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commuission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format, We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
tmmediately. If this show is not refurned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New Yark 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, enfertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. ] find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwark
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afvica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduted Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
ity 1o eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like Tt Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I wili encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 wii
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincolan Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff™, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally aliofted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
comummity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. | find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportumity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the targest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its onginal hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as “Like it Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, if is even more urgenf that you retum the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LJKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
LACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”,  am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff™, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
comsmunity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attept to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission cafled upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for pecple to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest runaing African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Affica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like it Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month._ it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not retumned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Print and Sign

Address




Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, T am qutraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cat
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our inteHigence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and seif-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an atterapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to 2 new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide preater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cumrent affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, | feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. | wiil encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your msensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you refurn the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not retumned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Sq_uare.
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am cutraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. {which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gams that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, | feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commumnity
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to bonor this month, it is even more urgent that you retusa the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not refurned to its one hour format in tirne for Black History moath, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Dawvis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Souare
New York, New York 10023

[MMED[ATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL, _HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV" s lone Black public affairs program_ I find the decision an insult to our
conumunity, offensive fo our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in gereral and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwark
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Afvica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, §
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned fo its hour format in time for Black History month, I wilt

without hesitation use the options mentio Ig;
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT [S TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a ha{f hour show in order to insest
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ous
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an atteapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
_media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black commuaity in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs -
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others fo do the same. There are many ways in which my commmity
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format i time for Black History month, I wilt
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKFE /T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
' BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and somefimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the Jast 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and seif-esteem to our community. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thotough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nnning African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this counfry on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry bave made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
pewsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs -
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in liey of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ cafl upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an enfertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced 1o find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. | will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commumity
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in i
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolon Square
New York, New York 10023

MEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ORIGINAIL FORMAT IN TIME FO
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half bour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week~to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Comntission called upon the
media to provide greater represeatation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black communtity) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itseif.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancesiry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Leu of that slash the tune format, reflects a dangerous, frightenmg
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” 10 its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will atways support “Like 1t Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways tc express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Js” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

T1incolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

MEDIATELY RETU IKE IT IS ITS ORIGINAL Hi F T IN TIME FOR
LACK HT RY _MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to nsert
“Instde Stuff™, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
otiginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
commumnity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in generat and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afvica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Leu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertaiiment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I fee! that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgeat that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentio
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

EDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL Ho RMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am oufraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stiff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s tone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t 1s™, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the pohtical, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteern to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Keraer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black commumnity in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is™
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
autheatic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest ruaning African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previousty had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will afways support “Like It Is” and Gil Nobie, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced 1o find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It is” always does special
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 wili

without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Print and Sign ‘36”4/‘( Z(‘é“' . %4&

Address /7 M/u"f}t—- Sr /,ZJ«, Ccf\) /(/(j V2 Tok

/




Mr, Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKFE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV w cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to dimimsh its capacity and continuity to provide thorough mformation within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the Aftican expernience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regulasly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, if is even more urgent that you refurn the show to its original houy
immediately. If this show is not returned 1o its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

MEDIATELY RETURN LIKE[TIST RI L, HOUR FORMAT IN F
LACK HIS Y MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong suppaorter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stuff™, a quasi sports, entertaintent and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem 1o our community. I fmd the decision 1o reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to 8 new week-to-week sertal context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by aining various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s”
has offered & unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had givea both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwark
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this countty on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Affica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in Lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its onginal hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I wil} encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the sudience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

MMEDIATELY RE LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like {t |s”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteented public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Staff™, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
comnuumity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nnning African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afvica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightemng
and disturbing trend.

Again, 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granied, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It 1s” always does special
programming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. [f this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr, Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a haif hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, enterfainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t 5", with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black commaunity in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gams that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduted Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime 2 week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbmng trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granied, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
tmmediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offesing, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV"s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like it 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the Jast 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by atring various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethaic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for peopie 1o examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this countiy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, T feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we fee! is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE /T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL _HOUR FORMAT N TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff™, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
oniginally alfotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insuit to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the Jast 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an atterapt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comuuission called upon the
media to provide greater representatior of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by atring various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered & unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwaork
considerable praise tn the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this countty on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Aftica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, { call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It 1s™ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent thaf you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. If this show is not retumed to its one hour format in time for Black History moath, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

MEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
commumity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating fo the program’s producer.

“Like It 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continnity t¢ provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Affica stself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will atways support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is™
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not refurned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 wilt
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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